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pTiaf the Nanny 
'^ays She Spied 

Woman Who W>rked for Ameses 
Tells of Wife’s Obsessive Secrecy 


By Charles W. Hafl and Bill Mfller 

Washii^on Post Staff Writers 

I A nanny who tended the child of suspected spies Al- 
drich and Rosario Ames was ordered to stay out of the 
house when neither parent was there and was forbidden 
to enter certain rooms where the Ameses allegedly 
stored secrets stolen from the CIA, she said yesterday. 

1 Maria Trinidad Chirino, of Alexandria, said she fre- 
quently was told to take the boy, Paul, then 28 months, 
out almost the moment she arrived at 9 a.m. at the cou- 
ple’s home in an affluent North Arlington neighborhood. 

For most of the day, Chirino said, she took the child 
to parks and neighborhood swimming pools, and to visit 
with nannies who worked in neighbors’ homes. When it 
was cold, Chirino said, she took the child to the Ballston 
Common shopping center even before the stores were 
open, just to keep the boy warm. 

“I wondered why she idn’t want me in the house. It 
just wasn’t right," said Chirino, who was fired by the 
ilmeses after working for them for 11 months in 1989 
find 1990. “Taking a child outside two or three hours, 
that’s okay, but more than that just isn’t right.” 

Chirino, 48, told her story yesterday during a news 
conference and subsequent interview, moments after 
FBI agents finished questioning her for about an hour. 

Her account, which could not be verified, offered the 
piost intimate portrait yet of the private lives of the 
ifrneses, a couple that has been described as friendly 
but otherwise left little impression on neighbors. 

Aldrich H. Ames, 52, a longtime CIA intelligence offi- 
cer, and his wife, Maria del Rosario Casas Ames, 41, a 
former paid CIA source, were arrested Monday in what 
officials are calling one of the most serious espionage 
cases ever. The Ameses are accused of selling secrets to 
the Soviet Union and Russia since 1985, for $1.5 million. 

According to law enforcement sources, Rosario 
Ames may have made some attempt to cooperate with 
authorities. She made two calls to the FBI from the 
Alexandria detention center on Monday night, shortly 
after being arrested at her home in the 2500 block of 
North Randolph Street, sources said. 

William B. Cummings, the court-appointed attorney for 
Rosario Ames, did not return several telephone calls to 
Ifis office yesterday. Cummings, a former U.S. attorney in 
Alexandria, released a statement saying that Ames has 
tieen “devastated by the distortions, out-of-context select- 
ed statements and alleged quotations in the government’s 
affidavit, along with the subsequent press coverage.” 

Plato Cacheris, a prominent defense lawyer who was 
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Maria Trinidad Chirino said she often was told to take 
the Ameses’ child out of the house for most of the day. 



appointed by the court to represent Aldrich Ames, like- 
wise had little to say about the case yesterday. On one 
issue, however, he was emphatic: “As far as my clien t, 
he has not cooperated and is not cooperating [with au- 
thorities). You can put that in gold.” 

In interviews yesterday, Chirino offered a highly crit- 
ical portrait of Rosario Ames, a part-time graduate stu- 
dent studying philosophy at Gleorgetown University and 
daughter of a prominent Colombian family. 

The nanny said Rosano Ames was obsessively secre- 
tive, declaring most of the $540,000 house off-limits to 
Chinno, and frequently spanked her child. She also 
wore expensive clothes and jewelry, an affl n po r p that 
Chirino said was puzzhng. “I could not understand. 
There was too much luxury if she was going to school 
all day, said Chirino, a native of El Salvador who has 
lived in the United States 12 years. “I always thought 
they spent more than what he makes.” 

Aldrich Ames, whom Chirino rarely saw for more 
than a few minutes at the end of the day, provoked 
mixed reactions. Chirino described Ames, who made 
nearly $70,000 at the CIA last year, as relatively kind 
and easily dominated by his wife. 

But one of Chirino’s daughters, Ivania Bedoya, accused 
the CIA officer of threatening her physically when she 
tried to collect two weeks’ wages after the Ameses fired 
her mother in October 1990. 


The wage dispute sparked a lawsuit in Arlington 
County Circuit Court, in which Chirino unsuccessfully 
sought the money. According to court records, she was 
paid $275 a week. 

Chirino\said she was referred to the Ameses by the 
Tysons Comer office of A Choice Nanny, an East Coast 
nanny-referral service. The initial interview with Ro- 
^o Ames went well, but relations began to sour on 
her first day on the job, Chirino said. 

“She drove me around the neighborhood and pointed 
out the places I could take her son,” Chirino said. The 
tour included local parks, swimming pools and other 
houses where nannies cared for children. 

She was allowed sometimes to stay in the house if 
Rosario Ames was there, Chirino said, and was per- 
mtted to return home with the child for his midday nap. 
But even then, the office where Rosario Ames worked 
was never to be entered, by Chirino or the child. 

That emphasis on secrecy was explored yesterday by 
FBI agents who questioned Chirino, said Joseph Malouf, 
attorney for the nanny. According to court papers, the FBI 
found secret CIA documents in the Ames home last fall. 

FBI agents continued to search the Ames home yes- 
terday, painstakingly looking for additional evidence us- 
X-ray equipment and other sophisticated devices to 
look inside walls and floors. 

Chirino said in the interview that she was too afraid 
to confront Rosario Ames with her concerns, but com- 
plained frequently to A Choice Nanny. “They never did 
anything, said Chirino s daughter, Bedoya, who made 
most of the calls to the referral agency. “They told us 
she had to stay there at least six months to fulfill her 
contract” with the Ameses. 

Jacqueline Clark, founder and owner of the A Choice 
Nanny franchise network, said her company’s files on the 
Ameses include complaints about poor communication by 
both i..hirino and Kosario Ames, but contained no allega- 
tions about either physical abuse or Chirino being forced 
to stay outside with the child for long periods. 

Chirino s account of Rosario Ames was at odds with 
members of a group that also know her: the Colombian 
diplomatic community in Washington. 

Rosario Ames’s family name is immediately recog- 
nizable within that community, according to several 
Colombians here, and Rosario’s widowed mother, Ce- 
cilia Dupuy de Casas, was honored at a reception Sat- 
urday at the Ameses’ home, said a family friend, who 
asked not to be identified. 

“She is brilliant, and her family is very distinguished,” 
said a retired diplomat who knows the family. “It is in- 
credible that a person like her would have fallen for a 
trap like that.” 

Staff wyitcTs Steve Sates and Gabriel Escobat 
contributed to this report. 



